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interchange of ideas between the ministers and the
legislature, as it exists in the British Parliament, is not
only just and useful, but even necessary and unobjection-
able. The eagerness to introduce reforms, the impatience
of half-measures and anomalies prevalent in France,
should be tempered by more regard to ulterior con-
sequences and practical difficulties, and these can only
be properly discerned and explained by men experienced
in public affairs and taking part in the actual work of
administration.

On October 27 Pe'tion proposed that ministers should
be declared ineligible as representatives. Although the
proposal was obviously regarded with favour by the
Assembly, Mirabeau succeeded in obtaining an adjourn-
ment of the question until the larger principle involved
was decided.

It is by no means clear what the motives were
which determined him to put all his fortunes to the
touch on November 6, by proposing that ministers
should henceforth be invited to attend the meetings of
the Assembly. Not one of the conditions which might
have made success reasonably certain or even probable
had been secured. The Count of Mercy-Argenteau, on
the whole the most trusted adviser of Marie Antoinette,
was disposed to think that the Court could not do better
than make use of Mirabeau. The queen, in a letter
written on October 28, allows the possibility "that
the king may be obliged to admit to his council people

whom------."   The unfinished sentence is suggestive of

much, but there is no proof that Mirabeau had obtained
the adhesion of any of the persons concerned to such a
ministerial arrangement as was found in his writing